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Sunmary 


Dur 1 n 9 the often bitter fiQhtinQ that has rava96d northern 
Ethiopia for-over two decades, human ri9hts violations have 
b^n committed by the Ethiopian 90vernment and rebel forces 
alike. Addis Ababa's lar9e resettlement effort is rife with 
human riphts violations, for example, and insur9ent forces 
often coninit violations while attempting to disrupt government 
relief pro9rams. In addition, much of the fi9htin9 in the 
north occurs in rural areas, resulti ng in some dest ruction of 
crops and grain storage facilities. | 
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This memorandum was requested by Alexander R. Love, Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Africa, AID. It was prepared by] 
of African and Latin American Analysis. It was coordinated with the 
irectorate of Operations. Conments and queries are welcome and may be 
directed to the Chief, East Africa Branch, ALA, ' 
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Background 


n-ghts and qenerrii! November 1974 that 

Menalcf., c gave the Army iuri^dirf-i«„ limited civil 


Xhe Violations 
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around the'^resettfempnt guard, and securitv^al^n’ settlers 
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million northerners by the end of llsl. a total o^ i.: 
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t!LLSj!ear.^ The Ethiopian governnient 

T Tnn n* <* • 


-hha-i* i n ".MCMu uciieves, 

C"ey use refugee ca^s in'^Sudan and Ethloni *? arms and that 

purposes. Eritrean and TigJieaJ sSok^i^'^]?/”!: and other 

occasions that qovernment trooos claimed on several 

disrupt the plantin^nd h^Jesti^n attempted to 

famine conditions in the north!^ | ^ ^ intensify the 
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vehicles oroccasion/accordinq^trus^EmbaJr® attacked relief convoys and 
year they have disrupted traffic on reporting. For most of this 
and northern Wollo provinces and hat/o^5 '^°!'t-^"South highway in Tiqray 
volunteer worker pH sorter * times taking 
rebels reportedly have destroyed fooJ and I counterattacks, the ^ 
carry off to prevent them froi: fal^^ng'^^t^giSSen^^San^s^' 


prisoners of war. but this does not a^nLn ^ ^ ^ executed Ethiopian 

Several foreign observers in Eritrea h^ve bL°n^^ 
prisoners and report that they are wenlre^ed J]'The rebllL‘°-^ 

Overall Assessment 
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both IfdefanJ ?hrhuLn''rinh?s“n? ''"’"9 bitterly pursued by 

caught in the middle appea^^^in^ Sur opiS?Sn’%‘''°!: '*1'^'' *tself 

contestants. We have no evidence^to indiV°i-^® 2^ secondary concern to 
side has a deliberate policy of SroHno rnnn^®’ however, that either 
large scale, althouah somo wli ^ °P^ facilities on a 

activities. According to%he US fSsJv^^^ Probably engage in these 
stated that thev had not°seen crons^thst’h^H''^®^ relief workers recently 
did they believe Addis Abiba afa Ltte^ n with napalm nor 

recent fighting. We believe that much H •''°P^ the 

an outgrowth of the wars themsHver ronlJ?® destruction in the north is 
conducted for years by relatively“;;grin?u“tn^\h'e'^c?^n??;l]de?''f‘^^^ 
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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIA: 
Distribution (continues) 
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